June 16th, 2002

Hi Gavin

Well, I woke up at 5:30 am this morning. And, if the time difference in 9 hours, then that would make it 2:30 pm Saturday in San Diego when Leonie’s ‘graduation’ ceremony began. Imagining her going up onto a stage to get her blank piece of paper. I notice that the ceremony is not called a ‘graduation’ ceremony but rather a ‘commencement.’ This fits as some of those who participate may not actually graduate once the final grades are in. I actually prefer a graduation ceremony as you know that the students there have actually graduated. But I suppose that in the US, once the year has finished, students disperse all over the country and would not come back later for a special graduation ceremony.

This letter will be quite short, as there have been no entries in my diary for over a week. There is still World Cup fever in Hong Kong. Perhaps there will be a little less now that China has been eliminated. To allow more people to see the games involving China, the HK Stadium and the Shatin racecourse were used for viewing on the big screens. Following the last China game the other day, a home-made nail bomb was found on the stands. It was exploded later by one of those mechanical robot machines. Quite an explosion! A guy was arrested a couple of days later while attempting to cross the border into China at Lowu. There is still a lot of illegal betting on World Cup matches. And the gangs running it are getting more ingenious. One group rented (?bought) two houses close together but one on each side of the border. Phone lines were installed into the HK house. But they then strung cables from this house and across the border to the house in China! This meant that betters in HK could place local calls instead on international calls. Anyway, the scheme was uncovered a few days ago. 

Yesterday was the dragon boat festival holiday. Nowadays I seldom know when holidays occur until they actually arrive. Makes little difference anyway. 

Heard on the news last night that there was a Rugby match yesterday in Dublin between the All Blacks and Ireland. The All Blacks won. The comment was made that Ireland was much stronger than expected. I suspect that it was NZ that was weaker than they should be! We will see what happens in later international matches. 

A note about arrival in HK. I think that the hotel has switched back to mini-buses. So, whether it is a small or a big bus it will be brightly coloured with orange, red and yellow. And remember that they leave punctually at 5 minutes before every hour from the bus area on the left hand side (as you come out of the terminal and approach the bus station).

That’s about it for the time being. See you tomorrow.
Dad
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